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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : Heads of All DOJ Components date: | 0 

from : Quinlan J. Shea, Jr. , Director 

Office of Privacy and Information Appeals 

subject: Freedom of Information Act 


Deputy Attorney General Flaherty has asked me to 
send you the attached copy of a letter from Attorney 
General Bell to the heads of all Federal Departments and 
Agencies, advising them of this Department's position on 
defending suits against the Government under the Freedom 
of Information Act. The basic standard enunciated in 
his letter is that denial of access to requested records 
should not occur unless the public interest requires it, 
because actual harm to some legitimate public or private 
interest would result from release. This must also be 
the basis on which this Department takes action at the 
administrative stage of processing requests for access to 
records under this Act. 

The intent of -the Freedom of Information Act is to 
produce the maximum possible disclosure of government 
records to the public. Each of you may want to review 
the standards and policies now being followed within your 
component to insure that this goal is being met. When 
this Department, at the direction of the Attorney General, 
is telling other agencies that we will not defend F.O.I. 
suits against them unless the test of "actual harm" is 
satisfied ,' x it is obvious that we must apply that same 
rigorous standard to ourselves. 

Your cooperation and support will be appreciated. 
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